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Be by halves we 
Pthe people, and by their prophets. 

| Lurn Thow us unio thee, O Lori. 
Pand we shall be turned, Lam. v. 
Sand Jer. 
pthese passages are laid 
oH follows, that, in the great watt of\' 
© conversion, there is a part for man, 


eNO. 8.] 





y your own salvation wilh fear 
>) trembling; for it is God tha woarkeil 
a in Ot, beth to will aad to do, of his 
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CHAP. V. 


Of the power of Man to do the Wil 
of God. 


(Continued from page 112,] 


Tris proposition, that man has;manded to stretch it out. 
power of himself to do the will of 


Goi, 
Crespel: 
claration of Christ, without me you 
can de nothing: yet for this proposi-| 
tion, our Sociniaa has soberly piead- 
ed; attempting to prove it fro 

those words of the Scripture, where 
God said to the people, Zurn ye' 


is repugnant to the whole) 


from your evil ways, why wiil ye mands Wis 


die, O house of Israel? Hence he ar- 


THE PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 
SN Se aD 
APRIL 22, 1620. (VOL. I. 
good pleasure. Puil, li. 12, 15. 


There was a inan, Who came to our 
™ - . a r 
Saviour with a withered hand, al 





Which he had lost the use: yet 
Cheist said unto him, Stretch forth 
thine hand. Qn this occasion, our 
author might argue, that Christ did 
not heal this man, for that he must 
have had the use of his hand, oth- 
erwise he would not have been com. 








But this 
would be very superficial reasoning; 
for the man, in faith and obedience 


and especially to that de-| to the word of Christ, attempted to 
istretch forth his dfand, 


! 


iWas necessary 


and in the 
attempt received that power, which 
to effect it. It is 
n) just so with us; and without ques- 
Lic n, the miracle was desi: sued to 

illustrate our own case God con- 
with our withered facul- 


ities, to do his will; we endeavour to 


vues, that tlie people had power | do it; and, in the attempt, receive 


jo fura themselves, otherwise God. 
would not have required it. 
unless we are to take the 
shall find 


Sc riptur C} 
it ree i} by 


So that if both 
together, it | 


XXx1. 18. 


and a part for God; as in that ex- 
hortation of the Apostle, ot ork: oul 
and 


But, ace omplish it. in 


that ability, which is necessary to 
all these cases, 
‘hie will of eg and the power of 
operate eether, We turn 
ourselves, and turnmeth us: it 


man stretched out bis hand, and 


God + 


21./Christ stretched it out for him: we 


work out our salvation, and God 
tg keth in us at the same time. 
(This is what appears, when we lay 
the Scripture together: and you ses 
how dangerons it is to listen to 
those, who argue from 


the Bible, misunderstood, and per- 





God of none effect. 
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verted. so as to render the grace of 
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Power in man to do the will of 
God, says the author, is no founda- 
tion for prides for what have we 
that we have not received? The 
question really is, whether we have 
this power by nature, independent 
of the Gospel; or whether it is given 
to us, in consequence of the Gospel: 


tng purposely so ordered things, 
that the excellency of the power 
may be of God, and Nor oF vs. 2 Cor. 

iv. 7 If all is right in us by na- 
ture, and we have within ourselves 

the power by which we are to be 
saved, then there are no works of 
the devil to be destroyed, and Christ 
need not have come into the world. 
But then it is objected, that if God 
help us by the miraculous powers 
of his Grace, this doctrine must en- 
courage us to presumption, and to 


some future sudden conversion. ‘To 
be sure it may do this; and so may 
all the doctrines, of the Gospel be 
abused, when they fall into bad 
hands. Some were so perverse as 
to argue in favour of an abundance 
of sin, that the grace of God, might 
abound in forgiving it: but the Apos- 
tle did not therefore withdraw his 
doctrine of justification by faith in 
Christ: he stated the case, corrected 
the abuse, and left his doctrine in 
possession, as before. So must we 
do now: if any ill use be made of|i 
ihe Gospel, we must not give the 
Gospel up, but demonstrate the 
abuse, and correct it, from the Gos- 
pel itself. 
== 
CHAP. VI, 
Of Original Sin. 

In this c pia tt the author allows 

that we sufer by the sin of Adam, 


but says, it is impossible we shouid 
have sinnedin him. Whether we 


have sinned after the similitade of 





\Which sin is the natural fault, then 
Certainly not by nature; God hav- | 


Adam’s transgression, and how far | 7 
his individual offence may be ours, oe uy 
is a nice question: but the doc. oC 
trine of original sin may be settled 7 
without it.—If in consequence of 77 th 
Adam’s transgression, we have de. ¥ 

rived from him a constitution, of 7) F 


sin is original in human nature, and | 
comes into the world with us; as the |e 
leprosy or gout may be original, inf) 
these who derive it from their pa fe 
rents, and bring the seeds of these F > 
distempers into the world with him. 777 
If nothing but death had entered) = 
into the world by means of Adam’s | 7 
offence, the doctrine might have f 
been doubtful: but the Apostle teaches & 
us, that when death entered into & 
the world, sin entered with it; and) b 
that death has passed upon all men, ij St 





for that all have sinned: the effect is h 
put off our reformation in hope of) : 


permancnt In our suffering, as_ the 


. : , = Tr 
cause is permanent in our constitu. 4 
tion. ‘The Apostle therefore per- r 
sists to speak of mankind, as being 


under the Law of sin and death; not 7 © 
of death only, but of sin also; and 9 t 
that the Law of the Spirit of Life in i ° 
Christ Jesus hath made them free @ i 
(rom both. The name given to the 7 © 
sinful nature of man, is that of flesh, 7) * 
in opposition to the renewed spirit 77 ! 
of a Christian. I know, s says the 77 

Apostle, that in me (that is in my) 
flesh) dwelteth no good thing: and, | 
in the verse before, he speaks of sin | 5 
dwelling in him. At last he ex- # 
claims, “sO wretched man that Lam! 7 
«who shall deliver me from the — 
«body of this death?” This flesh, —~ i 
this body of sin, this body of death, | 
which is also called the old mar, ; 
and is pronounced to be firme 
are so many expressions affirming : 
that sin is original in man’s nature. . a 
And if there were no other proof of 


it in the Bible, this consideration |> 


et 
— 











‘can enter into the kingdom of God, © § 


alone would be sufficient, that none e a 
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| ue the old. 


our lives end. 
-~ to remember the love of our dying 
~~) Redecmer, in Jaying down his life 
% for us. 
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~ From Burkitt—On the Lord’s Sup- 


per is one of the most divine mys- 
/ teries of the Christian religion, and 
} the highest act and exercise of re- 
> ligious worship. 
~~ be disciples of Christ Jesus, should 
- faithfully prepare for, and frequent- 
3} Jy partake of this Holy Ordinance. 


 rance of everlasting life. 
» assures us of pardon on his part, if 
_ we perform the condition of faith 
and repentance onour part. 


On the Lord’s Supper. 


7 wnless he is born again: for there| 
* can be no occasion to save us, by a 


new birth, unless we are lost, by 


—_— 


per. 
The sacrament of the Lord’s Sup- 


All who profess to 





1. The nature of this ordinance.— 
The Lord’s Supper is a spiritual 
feast appointed for a solemn remem- 
brance of Christ’s death, and is a 


seal of that covenant which God 


hath made with us in Christ. 

2d. The ends of this institution.— 
They are suchas these: 1st. The 
renewing of that solemn covenant 
with God, which we entered into at 
our baptism, when we were dedica- 
ted unto the Lord, and took an oath 
of fidelity to Christ, to become his 
faithful soldiers and servants unto 
2d. Another end is 


Sdly. ‘To seal unto us the 
pardon of our sins, and the assu- 
Christ 


4th. 
Another end of this ordinance is, to 


fortify the soul with power to resist sin, | 


and to get the victory over it; yea to 
mortify and subdue it. 5th. To unite 
all the professors of Christ’s Holy 


Religion in the strictest bond of 


love and charity. 
srd. The obligations which lie upon 


its 


Welic under an obligation to fre- 
quent this ordinance in point of du- 
ty and obedience to our Saviour’s 
command, and especially if we con- 
sider what kind of a command it is 
—the command of a Sovereign—the 
command of a Savfour—the com- 
mand of adying Saviour. Itisa 
command of love, a gracious com- 
mand—*Kat and live.” It is a 
pleasant, easy, and honourable com- 
mand, What more honourable than to 
feast with the King of Kings? The 
due observance of it will help ws to 
keep the rest of Goed’s cominand- 
ments. It will be an_ efficacious 
means to make usall He wills. Fi- 
nally, if is a plain, positive, express 
command, from which nothing can dis- 
charge us, but a countermand from 
Heaven, which we never expect, or 
a want of opportunity which we 
cannot plead. 

2d. It is our interest to practice 
this duty. By a due approach to 
the Lord’s Table, our baptismal 
vow is renewed; our weak faith 
strengthened; our languishing love 
inflamed; our desires after Christ 
enlarged; our sorrow for sin heigh- 
tened; fresh power against victory 
over sin obtained; our present joy 
and comfort multiplied; and our fu- 
ture hope of Heaven advanced. Ol! 
how unkind then are they to their 
Saviour, and also crucl to their own 





‘souls, who live in the neglect of 
| this engaging, uniting, quickening, 
‘confirming ordinance of the Lord’s 
‘Supper? Whom all the melting en- 
‘treaties, and passionate importuni- 
ities, of the ministers of Christ, can- 
not prevail upon to practice this 
most reasonable and advantageous 
duty. 


Some of the excuses made for the 





christians to attend upon Christ in neglect of this duty.—1st. ‘The ex- 


this ordinance. These are especi- 


ally two, an obligation of duty and ‘the ordinance. ‘This is putting off 


of interest, 


‘traordinary dread and solemnity of 


‘our Saviour with a compliment, tel- 
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116 On the Loo 


Jing lain that the privilege is too 
great, the dignity too high, and the 
ordinance too solemn, for them to 
approach unto. ‘Phis may be a good 
reason Why we should approach the 
ordinance with preparation and care, 


‘U's Supper. 


unworthy receiving. For not fo come 
at all, isa bold affront to the authori. 
ty of Christ, amd a mighty contempt 
of the love of Christ. Did they, in 
the Gospel, who made light of 
Christ’s invitation to the marriage 


but is no excuse for turning our) supper, escape any better, than he 


backs upon it. Shall we, under the | 
pretence of reverencing his person. 
violate his precept, and at once af- 
front his authority, and contemn his 
kinvness? ‘The reverence which 
our Saviour expects to his holy t- 
stitution is @ reverence of obedience, 
‘Phat man has a due sense upon his | 
Inind of wt solemnity of the Sa 

crament, whois care ful tea Mpproac hi 
it with all the hamility 


of unworthiness, which becomes! 


pollated dust and ashes; but such a)y 


superstitious sorl of revercnce, @s 


makes us afraid to doour duty is dis-| 


to God, and hurtful lo our! 


honourable t 
selves 

2d Excuse—That of wnworihi- 
ness. ‘here isa twofold) worthi- 
ness in reference to the Sacramenf, 
a worthiness of meril, and a wortil- 
acess of mectncss. Now in the for- 
mer sense, not only the holiest Saint 
on Marth, but the hig rhest Angel in 
Eleaven is unwort thy of this privi- 
Jege. Bat then there isa worthi- 
ness of meetuess—such a fitness and 
preparation of the sou! as the Gos- 
pel requires, and Christ wil accept. 
A beggar may not be 
‘ o'r 


alms, when cutreated to wine them, 
upon pretence of beige unworthy of 
them, Phe truth is, an liumble sense 
of unworthiness, it realy felt, is in 
Crod’s account afit ¢ ‘alification. 


Ftimay be said, that we are on the 


st side, by keeping away from, 
he or ran c. But this is a mani- 
fest mistake, 


42 
. 


(3, 


that came without a wedding gar. 





§ ose sorrow tor, as puts you 

Hea aving off vour sins, 

and sense |cannot mourn for sin, 
| 


vorthy of 
alins, but it would be pride, | 
net humility in lim, to refuse your | 


iment? Were they not beth destroy- 


led, they for their disobedience, as ei 


iwell as he for his disrespect? 

| 8d Excase—Z fear Fain under the 
power of a hard heart, and cannot 
mown for sin so much as £ should, 
| Now ifyou have such a dexgrce 
| upon 
though you 
so inuch as 
others do, and as you would do, yet 
you may be atrue penitent. All are 
at sinners alike; and theretore the 
sorrows of all persons will not be 
alifce. The lives OL 
tainted with 


real 
“conse rences, no \vonder if they ja. 
‘bour under such agonies of mind, 
unacquaimter 
and bis restraming 


of sin of which others have been 





some bave been F& 
crimes. And i 
their sins, looking chastlhy upon their ie: 


such horrors and terrors of consci- @ 
ence, as others are strangers to and 9% 
Iwith. Perhaps God has 3 
blessed you with a@ pious education, @ 
grace has kept 94 
you from those presumptuous acts 7 


guilty, and consequently you are a ja 


stranger to their violent expressions | 7 











ing sense of sing aS may Cause you 
ito forsake it, and although you do 
‘not mourn so much as you would, 
‘yet you mourn that you can mourn 
‘no more, Know for your comfort, 
‘that you are not under the power of 
an hard heart. You do not wholly 
want the grace of repentance, but 


‘ought to come to this ordinance, to 
The guilt and danger) imcrease your Godly sorrow for sin, 
unworthy refusing, is certainly as | 
great, or greater, than the danger of| ; 


stbtiape and expecting, that the 
ieht of a broken, bleeding Saviour, 





o grief and sorrow; yet at the same | 
time, Youmay have such a convinc- 
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sill tend to the further breaking of| the insurance office to secure an es- 
al . . ' . . . : ® 2° . P : ; 
your heart, and increasing your) tate which he has im his own pos- 
eodly sorrow for stn. ‘session, and apprehends to be out 
” | j iw te } ‘ ‘ rey 
- -../of the reach of danger. 
4th Excusce—The danger of re- | ' 5 
lapsing. | 
God requires our utmost Care to 
avoid sin, and shun temptations, 
whether communicants or not; yet 


6th Excuse—Many who go to this 
Sacrament lead as bad lives as those 
who never go, and not much good 
lis gotten by it. And if some do dis- 
if we sin, he will pardon ts upon) jonour their Savionr, after having 
our repentance. ‘Those who stay ibeen guests at his table, is that any 
away from the Sacrament, are bound) poason why you should disobey him? 
equally with those who are not com-| Walk by rule, not by example. Be- 
municants, to avoid all sins and Ii cause there are hypocrites among 
is no where said, or intimated, that | professing christians, is that an ex- 
God is more ready to pardon the | cuse for disobedience to God? May 





fornier, than the latter, upon repens | 
tance. ‘Phe Sacrament is an ap-| 
pointed means to enable us to strive: 
more and more against sin and to 
get the victory over ii. 


5th Excuse—Z dare not come, be- 





cause I labour under so many fears 


not they be more ready to repent? 
We have reason to believe that con- 
science is more quick in reproving 
such persons, than those who never 
received. ‘Lhere is more hope of a 
man, who comes to this ordinance, 
and yet does not live so well after 


and doubts, as to my own sincerity, | it as he should, than of one who 


; : | 
Had Lan assurance of my state of| 


grace [ might venture to come; but 
Lhave heard that nobody ought to 
come to this ordinance, that wants 
assurance. 

There are two sorts of doubtings: 
One proceeds from want of faith, the 
other from weakness of faith. The 
former have great reason to doubt of 
their condition, itis very dangerous 
and ought not one moment to be 
rested in. But then there are doubt- 
ings Which arise from weakness of 
faith—«Q, thou of little faith, where- 
fore didst thou doubt?” Now this 
ordinance is the preper remedy for 
the relief and cure of those doubtings, 


and if we keep from it the strongerjordinance. 


will our fears grow, and the more 
will our doubts increase. It is a 
zveat mistake indeed, that none 
should approach the Lord’s Table, 
who want a full assurance of their 
grace. fa personhas it already, 
there is no need of gaing to the Sa- 
crament for it. No man will go to 


profanely keeps from if, and casts 
off all regard to God, and religion 
—The remembrance of what he has 
done, cannot but strike the mind of 
the former atone time or other. «He 
that eats and drinks unworihily, en- 
dangers his own soul;” and consci- 
ence may reproach him for it. But 
those, who to avoid this danger, 


will not eat and drink at all, do they 


uot run into a greater danger? 





iolfers. 


7th Excuse—The unworthiness of 
‘rue humility will teach 
us to suspect the worst of ourselves, 
and to hope the best of others. 
Another person’s sin cannot deprive 
us of the benefit and comfort of the 
When by the grace of 
God, and our own endeavours, we 
lare fit, the wickedness of others can- 
not deprive us of any part of the 
benefit of receiving, ‘The presence 
of wicked persons cannot pollute the 
ordinance, or lessen its benefits to 
us, Who are no way accessary to 
‘their sins. 
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116 On the Lord’s 


Jing lim that the privilege is too 
great, the dignity too high, and the 
ordinance too solemn, for them to 
approach unto. ‘Phis may be a good 
reason why we should approach the 
ordinance with preparation and care, 
but is no excuse for turning 
backs upon tt. Shall we, under the | 
pretence of reverencing his person, 
violate his precept, and at once af- 
front his authority, and contemn his 
kineness? ‘The reverence which 
our Saviour expects to his holy tn- 
stitution is @ reverence of obedreuce. | 
‘Phat man has a due sense nyon his | 
mind of the 
crament, Whois careful to 
it with all the ham reid and sense 
of unworthiness, which becomes 
pollated dust and ashes: but such a 
superstitious sarl of revercice, a3 
makes us afraid to do our duiy is dis- 
honouraile ta God, 
selves 

od Excuse——Tihat of wnworih- 
ness. Vhere isa twofold worthi. 
ness in reference to the Sacramenf, | 
a worthiness of merit, and a wortii- 
acess of meetness. Now in the for- 
mer sense, not only the holiest Saint 
on Marth, but the highest Angel in 
Heaven is unworthy of this privi- 
But then there is a worthi- 
ness of mceetuess—such a fitness and 
preparati on of the soul as the Gos- 
pel requires, and Christ wil accept. 
A beggar may not be 
vour alms, but it 


approach 


lege. 


would be pride, 


not humility in him, to refuse your 


alms, when cntreated to accept them, 


upon pretence of being unworthy of 


them, Phe truth is, an liumble sense 

of unworthiness, it reaily felt, is in 
ar account afit qualification. 

Fe may be sat d, that we 

A ae, hy keep: ng away from 

he > raises: But this is a mani-! 

fest mistake. 

of unworthy refusing, ts certainly as 

cr greater, than 


gr ‘af 


«> * ww be 5 





our supper, escape any better, 


solemnity of the Sa-jof sorrow tor, 


‘ 


| 





ind hurtful lo Our | 


yorthy of 


| 
ino more, 


are on the 


he danger of | 





Supper. 


unworthy receiving. For not fo come 
at all, isa bold affront to the authori. 
ty of Christ, an! a mighty contempt 
of the love of Christ. Did they, in 
the Gospel, wio made light of 
Christ’s invitation to the marriage 
than he 
that came without a wedding gar- 
iment? Were they not beth destroy- 
ed, they for their disobedience, as 
well as he for his disrespect? 

3d Excuse—ZJ fear Fam under the 
ipower of a hard heart, and cannot 
‘mourn for sin so much as I shkould. 

Now if you have such a degrce 
as puts you upon 
winibens off vour sins, though you 

‘annot mourn for sin, so much as 
hee s do, and as you would do, yet 
. ‘ou may be atrue penitent. All are 
5} not sinners alike; and therefore the 
sorrows of all persons will not be 
alike. The lives of some have been 
tainted With great crimes. And 
bee bse looking chastly upon their 
consi nees, no VW onder if’ they ja- 
bour wae such agonies of mind, 
such horrors and terrors of consci- 
ence, as others are strangers to and 
unacquainted with. Perhaps God has 
biessed you with a pious education, 
and bis restraining grace has kept 
you from those presumptuous acts 
of sin of which others have been 
euilty, and consequently you are a 
stranger to their violent expressions 
Oo eviet and sorvow; yet at the same 
time, you may have such a convinc- 
ing sense of sing as may Cause you 
to forsake it, and although you do 
snot mourn so much as you would, 
‘yet you mourn that you can mourn 
Kvow for 
that you are not wnder the power of 
an hard heart. You do not wholly 
want the grace of repentance, but 
ou! ht to come to this ordinance, to 








The guilt and danger | increase your Godly sorrow for sin, 


he lieving and expecting, that the 
sight of a broken, bleeding Saviour’, 


your comfort, 
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will tend to the further breaking of|the insurance office to secure an es- 


your heart, ‘and increasing your 
godly sorrow for sin. | 
4th Excuse—The danger of ee 
Japsing. 

God requires our utmost care to 
avoid sin, and shun temptations, 
whether communicants or not; yet 
if we sin, he will pardon us upon 
our repentance. ‘Those who stay 
away from the Sacrament, are bound | 
equally with those who are not com-! 
municants, to avoid all sins and it! 
is no Where said, or intimated, that| 
God is more ready to pardon the| 
former, than the latter, upon repen- | 
tance. "Phe Sacrament is an ap- 
pointed means to cnable us to strive! 
more and more against sin and to 
get the victory over it. 





5th Excuse—Z dare not come, be- 
cause I labour under so many fears 
and doubts, as to my own sincerity. 
Had Lan assurance of my state of 
grace I might venture to come; but 
[have heard that nobody ought to 
come to this ordinance, that wants 
assurance. 


There are two sorts of doubtings: 
One proceeds from want of faith, the 
other from weakness of faith. The 
former have great reason to doubt of 
their condition, [tis very dangerous 
and ought not one moment to be 
rested in. But then there are doubt- 


tate which he has in his own  pos- 


session, and apprehends to be out 
of the reach of danger. 


6th Excuse—Many who go to this 
Sacrament lead as bad lives as those 
who never go, and not much good 
is gotten by it. And if some do dis- 
honour their Savionr, after having 
been guests at his table, is that any 
reason Why you shouid disobey him? 
Walk by rale, not by example. Be- 
cause there are hypocrites among 
professing christians, is that an ex- 
cuse for disobedience to God?) May 
not they be more ready to repent? 
We have reason to believe that con- 
science is more quick in reproving 
such persons, than those who never 
received. ‘Lhere is more hope of a 
man, who comes to tliis ordinance, 
and yet does not live so well after 
it as he should, than of one who 
profanely keeps from it, and casts 
off all regard to God, and religion 
—The remembrance of what he has 
done, cannot but strike the mind of 
the former at one time or other. «He 
that eats and drinks unworithily, en- 
dangers his own soul;” and consci- 
ence may reproach him for it. But 
those, who to avoid this danger, 
will not eat and drink at all, do they 
uot run into a greater danger? 





ings Which arise from weakness of 
faith—Q, thou of little faith, where- 
fore didst thou doubt?” Now this 
ordinance is the preper remedy for 


the relief and cure of those doubtings, | 


and if we keep from it the stronger 
will our fears grow, and the more 
will our doubts increase. It is a 
zveat mistake indeed, that none 
should approach the Lord’s Table, 
who want a full assurance of their 
grace. Ifa personhas it already, 
there is no need of going to the Sa- 
crament for it. No man will go to 


7th Excuse—The unworthiness of 
others. ‘Lrue humility will teach 
us to suspect the worst of ourselves, 
and to hope the best of others. 
Another person’s sin cannot deprive 
us of the benefit and comfort of the 
ordinance. When by the grace of 
God, and our own endeavours, we 
lare fit, the wickedness of others can- 
not deprive us of any part of the 
benefit of receiving, ‘The presence 
of wicked persons cannot pollute the 
ordinance, or lessen its benefits to 
us, Who are no way accessary to 
‘their sins. 
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Lhe Duties of —* 
No. 5. 


will here quote, from one of the many 
valuable pieces to be found in a book, 


Bx our act of assembly, the Ves- the title of which is ««Modern Cha. 


try are authorized to provide a mi- 
There is a 


nister for the parish. 


racters.” 
«It is more easy to give one an- 


canon of the state convention which!swer to all men, than a_ sepa- 


we would here bring into notice. 


ee Applicants fur parishes to exhibit a certifi- 


rate reply to the several individuals 
who make their application. In one 


cale of Uvir episcopal qualifications and\instance, a large acquaintance with 


religious characters. 


«‘No clergyman, making application for 
admission into any vacant parish or cure, 


human nature, a deep knowledge of 
our own hearts, a great superiority 


shall be received, as minister of such parish |to prejudice, and a careful attention 


or cure, until he produce to the vestry 
thereof a certificate from the Bishop, or, if 
there be no Bishop, from two members of 


to the case before us, is requisite; in 
the other, it is only necessary to be 


the Standing Committee, of his episcopal furnished with a few general truths, 


qualific ations and religious character.’ 


‘Lhe reasons for such a canon we! 


appreliend to be principally those, 


which will be found in and suggest- 


to have at hand a certain stock of 
sayings which may be learnt almost 
even by rote.” 

it must be his study, and earnest en- 


ed by the remarks that we are about} deavour, to live as he preaches, and 


to offer upon it. 
We are very well aware how re- 


to be an wholesome example and pat- 
tern to the flock. When God, ofhisin- 


luctant Vestrymen sometimes are, to| finite goodness, provides foracongre- 


doubt, that they alone, of all others, 
are the most competent to judge 
what clergyman would best suit the 
congregation, or to suppose that the 
bishop, (who by another canon, is 
to be apprized of a vacancy when it 
occurs.) can give them any very 
useful suggestions in the premises. 
And indeed, if the excellence of a 

clergyman depended, as is but too 
generally thought, upon the beauties 
of his discourse, and his powers as 
an orater, then perhaps there would 
not be so much to be said in opposi- 
tion to this notion. And this too, 
would be the case, if the religious 
state of the congregation was to be 
determined by their love of fine 
preaching, or the admiration which 
they felt for their preacher. But we 
ought surely to know that a man 
may preach well, and to the adimira- 


tion of all who hear him, and yet af-| 


terwards prove a nuisance to that con- 
sregation which engages him. Va- 
rious are the qualifications necessa- 
ry to constitute a clergyman. We 


gation sucha minister, themoreplain, 
and practical, and unadorned his dis- 
courses, and the more simple and un- 
pretending his manner, the more apt 
he will be, not perhaps to excite the 
admiration of those most ready to 
judge of the manner and style, heed- 
less of the matter, but tobe madeemi- 
aljnently instrumental in tarning sin- 
ners from the errors of their ways, 
and in edifying those who indeed de- 
sire to be taught, that they may act 
according to the will of their Heaven- 
ly Father. Now we apprehend, that 
to preach is in truth one of the least 
of a clergyman’s important duties. 
We do not mean that oratory mey 
not draw to church larger crowds; 
but crowds may flock to ‘church, i Ig- 

norant why they ought to go, and 


not benefitted by going. A clerey- 


man, Who at one period of his life 
boasted much of his preaching the 
gospel, is said afterwards to have 
confessed, it is true he had increas- 
ied the number of his congregation, 
“I have converted a con- 





‘but alas! 














Duties of 


gregation of christians into a con- 
gregation of Devils.” Let the cler- 
gyman look into his own heart, and 
exainine if there do not lurk in it 
somewhere, a most criminal pro- 
pensity to seck man’s applause, ra- 
ther than to do the will of his Di- 
vine Master. 

We must be allowed to remain of 
the number of those, who do not 
entirely approve of the fashionable 
mode of ascertaining the merits of 
a clergyman, and do not think, that 
in order to make a judicious choice, 
it is necessary that the candidates, 
or applicants, should all be heard. 
Electioneering sermons are not at 
all to our taste; and perhaps it would 
be better if the clergy, with one con- 
sent, would refuse, either when a 
vacancy is likely ta occur, or has 
occurred, to be thus put upon their 
trial. Certain it is, that when the 
preaching is over, the vestry are as 
unable to judge of the preacher’s 
real qualifications as before. Sach 
sermons are in fact rarely a fair 
sample, if a sample at all, of the 
discourses of the settled minister. 
And indeed, if we could in any case 
justify any thing like unfair dealing 
in aclergyman, we should not blame 
one of them, if sensible that his own 
productions, whether read or deli- 
vered extempore, were none of the 
hest, he made choice of a better to 
win the good opinion of his judges. 

Bataclergyman’s character should 
be understood, at least as well as 
how he preaches. Now it often hap. 
pens, that the characters of those, 
who in a parish are talked of for tts 
clergyman, is wholly unknown to 
all in the parish. It is much more 
likely that the Bishop, with his op- 
portunities of information, should 
be acquainted with the characters 
and past conduct of any minister. 
(especially if he come not from the 
vicinity,) than the vesiry, or any 
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person who would be so good na- 
tured, at such a time, as to attempt 
to do the Bishop’s business for him. 

It is not now necessary to tell 
any one, low often vestries anc 
congregations have been deceived by 
a pulpit harangue or two, into a be- 
lief, that a minister would suit them 
most admirably; and yet, when inore 
was known of him, he was much 
less esteemed. In many cases, and 
after every reasonable precaution 
taken, it will happen, that beth the 
Bishop, and vestry, will be disap- 
pointed. ‘This is less likely to be 
the case, however, when the vestry 
have proceeded, as in every case of 
vacancy they ought to proceed, 
and as by the canons they are di- 
rected to proceed; and it may be 
adopted, by cach one of us, as a sa- 
lutary rate, that the wisdom of the 





church is superior to any one man’s 
| wisdom. 

We confess, we do think it of 
much more importance to know, 
concerning a minister, how he would 
jact and discourse when suddenty 
‘called to the bed side of a dying pa- 
rishioner, even yet wanting to be 
instructed in the way of salvation, 
or When requested to speak to hina 
or her, whose mind is tortured with 
doubt and distress, in which the 
arrows” of the Lord «stick fast,’? 
and his ‘shand presseth sore.” We 
say, to judge of the skilfulness and 
real value of a clergyman, it is of 
vastly more importance to know 
this of him, than to know what sort 
of asermon he can get up, what 
talents he possesses for amusing, anil 
bewitching, and stealing away the 
jhearts of his congregation, or how 
fheairical he is in the delivery of 
his sermons, 

We hope there could be found in 
all of our congregations enough of 
Christian charity, to be ready to 
‘do more, flan to eeccuse that minis 
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had assembled to hear his public 
harangue, was obliged to tell them, 
that the afflictions of the afllicted, 
and the distresses and perplexities 
of the half awakened, had demand- 
ed of him that time which was to 
have been spent in preparation for 
the Sunday’s discourse; and who 
rather than venture, without dae 


preparation, to discourse to them of 


the deep concerns of eternity, would 
affectionately advise them to retire 
to their homes, and there read and 
meditate on the brief epistles of St. 
John, or any other part of Scrip- 
ture, Which he might think proper 
tu preter. 

We cannot accuse ourselves of a 
disposition, to appraise below its 
value, preaching, as it is (rather 
improperly perhaps,) called. But 
then we may be too fond even of a 
good thing, and about this thing 
called preaching; its efficacy in 
bringing men to repentance and 
amendment of life, very erroneous 
notions may be entertained by the 
laity, and (if it be not deemed irre- 
verent,) by clergymen likewise. In- 
deed, we do think, that there is by 
much too great a disposition to un- 
dervalue Goi’s methods, and to over- 
rate, in the business of conversion, 
the preacher’s powers—too much re- 
Juctance, sometimes discovered, to 
sive to God all the glory of having 


softened and subdued an once har-| us| 
There fant to remain in the ignorant be- 


dened and rebeHious heart. 





ter, who, when his congregation | 


whom they may apply. 








Vesi rymens 


a more prevailing disposition, than 
others, to scepticism. No one arti- 
cle of the Apostle’s creed, we in- 
cline to think, are the medical gen- 
tlemen more disposed to question 
and criticise, than the truth convey. 
ed in these two lines of our 22d 
Hymn, where, in addressing the 
Deity it is said, 

| **All Med’cines act by thy deeree, 

**Reeeive Cor nission ali from thee.” 

Now, there are other physici- 
ans, besides those of the body, com- 
inissioned to administer other re- 
medies, and to heal other diseases; 
and may not some of them occa- 
sionally overrate their skill, and be 
willing, if not desirous, to have too 
much merit ascribed to their doings? 
It was the observation of an old 
Presbyterian divine, and perhaps 
is every day verified, that a man 
may pretend to preach »* Christ cru- 
cified.” and may name the name of 
Christ in every sentence he utters, 
and yet all the while may be preach- 
ing, not Christ, but himself. May 
not the Christian, and even the 
Christian minister. sometimes talk 
as if it was his «to form the heart 
anew!” 


s 


These hints we venture to give. 
with every feeling of kindness and 
sincere good will, towards those to 
They may 
deserve a moment’s consideration. 
It is dangerous to suffer the igno- 


may be, even in those regarded fal jlief, chat that which Gif the bible be 


grown Christians, whether of the 
ministry or of the congregation, 


truth,) is altogether the Lord’s do- 
ings, Was any part of it man’s 


6 . e me ? vive PY ¢ . € 
much of «an evil heart of unbelief,?;¥orks or could nos have been as 


and between fashioning and pro- 
claiming a correct creed, and at all 
times putting that creed into prac- 
tice, how very—very wide the dif- 
ference? 

The physicians have been accus- 
ed, most undeservedly we trust, of 








easily accomplished, if such had 
been the Lord’s will, by the instru- 
mentality of any other, and even a 


‘much weaker vessel. 


This truth indeed. is often pro- 
claimed, but is it elf as it ought te 
he? We dismiss the subject. 
















































For the Repository. 

It seems to be the notion of some 
people, that the benefits to be de- 
vived from the ordinances of reli- 
gion, depend, in some measure, 
upon the personal holiness and qua- 
lifications of him, who is appoint- 
ed to administer them; and that the 
Clergyman who is not himself a 
pious man, is unqualified to convey 
the spiritual effects to the recipient. 
That a Clergyman ought to be an 
holy man, there can be no doubt, 
but this for his own soul’s sake es- 
pecially. ‘The notion is a most 
dangerous one, and those who en- 
tertain it, must judge unworthily of 
God. The means of grace insti- 
tuted by him, depend, for their due 
effect, not upon the personal holi- 
ness of him, whois to administer 
them, but upon the disposition and 
qualifications with which they are 
received. If it were otherwise our 
condition would be most deplorable 
indeed. God has commanded us to 
receive the sacraments, and yet 
would have Ieft us, without any 
means of ascertaining from whom 
they could be duly received. God 
has not enabled us to judge with 
certainty, who are holy, and about 
a concern of such everlasting mo- 
ment, a God of infinite mercy would 
not leave any room for doubt, in 
the minds of those who really seek 
and desire to know the truth, We 
may judge very favourably of the 
spiritual attainments of an indivi- 
dual Clergyman, but this judgment 
may be erroneous, and it is a me- 
Jancholy truth, that in nothing are 
we more apt to err, than in our 
opinion of the real character of the 
ministers of the gospel. E:xtrava- 
gant pretensions often are mistaken 
for real piety, and the really hum- 
ble, meek, and unassuming chris- 
tian, is as often regarded as defici- 
ent in some of the essential charac- 
teristics of a religious man. 





Extract from Leslie. 121 


subjoin some remarks upon the sub- 
ject by that sound, and learned, 
and eminently pious Divine, Charles 
Leslie. 


‘61, The only objection of those 
Quakers, who are otherwise con- 
vinced of the obligation of the sa- 
craments, is the necessity they think 
there is, of great personal holiness in 
the administrators; without which 
they cannot see, how the spiritual 
effects of the sacraments can be 
conveyed. But I would beseech 
them to consider, whether by this, 
instead of referring the glory to 
God, and lessening the performance 
of man, which [I charitably presume 
(and Iam confident as to some, of 
whom [ speak) is their true and 
sincere intention, their well-inten- 
tioned zeal has not turned the point 
of this question; even to over-mag- 
nify man, and transfer the glory of 
God unto his weak instrument; as 
if any (the least part) of the divine 
virtue, which God has annexed to 
his sacraments, did proceed from 
his minister. If this be not the 
meaning, (as sure it is not) why so 
much stress laid upon the sanctity 
of the ministers? as if through 
‘their power or holiness’? the Holy 
Ghost was given. Acts iii. 12. 


2. ‘To obviate this pretence, our 
Saviour Christ «chose a devil’ 





(John vi. 70.) to be one of his 
Apostles; and he was sent to baptize 
and work miracles as well as the 
rest: and those, whom Judas did 
baptize, were no doubt as well bap- 
tized, and did partake of the com- 





munication of the spirit (according 
‘10 their preparation for it) as much 
fas any, who were baptized by the 
other Apostles; unless you will say, 
ithat Christ sent him to baptize, 
iwho had no authority to baptize, 
‘and that none should receive benefit 
‘by his baptism: which would be to 


We cheat and delude the people. and is 
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a great blasphemy against Christ; 
and a distrust of his power, as if it 
were limited by the poor instrument 
he pleases to make use of; whereas, 

3. His greatness is often most 
magnified in the meanness of the 
instruments, by which he works. 
Thus he destroyed Egypt by frogs 
and lice, and the Philistines by 
emerods and mice, and sent his ar- 
mies of flies and hornets to dispos- 
sess the Canaanites. 
«Out of the mouth of babes and suck- 
«lings hast thou ordained strength, 
‘shecause of thine enemies; that 
ssthou mightest still the enenry and 
“the avenger;” i.e. that the ene- 
mies of God might be confounded, 
when, they saw his great power ex- 
erted, by such weak and contempti- 
ble instruments. ‘The walls of Je- 
richo (the type of spiritual wicked- 
ress) were thrown down by the blast 
of seven rams’ horns, when blown 


by the pricsis, whom he had com-'| 


mandeds and he rebuked the iniqui- 
ty of Balaam, by the mouth of an 
ass, to show, that no instruments 
are ineffectual in his hand; and made 
use of the mouth of Balaam, to 
prophesy of Christ. For this cause, 
says St. Barnabas, in his Catholick 
cpistle, c. 5, did Christ choose men, 
who were “exceeding great sin- 
ners,” to be his Apostles, to show 
the greatness of his power and 
grace; and put the inestimable trea- 
sure of his Gospel into earthen 
vessels, that the praise might be to 
God, and not to men. 

4, St. Paul rejoiced in Christ 
heing preached, Phil. i. 16, though 
not sincerely by those who did it; 


because God can bring good out of 


vil, and, by wicked instruments, 
propagate his Gospel, turning their 
malice (even of the Devil himself) 
to the furtherance of the faith: oth- 
erwise the Apostle could have no 
cause to rejoice in the preaching of 


Psal. viii. 2: | 


wicked men, if none could receive 
benefit by it. And he plainly sup- 
poses, 1 Cor. ix. 27, that a man 
may save others by his preaching, 
and yet himself be a castaway. 


5, And so far as we can know or 
judge any thing, we see daily expe- 
rience of this; that God has touched 
men’s hearts, upon hearing the 
truth spoken, though by men, who 
were great hypcecrites, and very 
wicked. And what reason can be 
given to the contrary: ‘Truth is 
truth, whoever speaks it; and if my 
heart be prepared, the good seed 
receives no evil tincture of the hand, 
that sowed it; and who can limit 
God, that his grace may not go 
along with me in this? 


But yet they confess, that there 
is something else necessary, besides 
the personal holiness of the admin- 
istrator: otherwise, they would think 
themselves as much qualified to ad- 
iminister it, as any others, because. 
I presume, they suppose themselves 
to have as great a measure of the 
Spirit as other men. 

This requisite, which they want, 
is that of lawful ordination. 


And that we may proceed the 
more clearly in this matter, with 
respect siill to that difficulty, upon 
which the Quakers lay the stress, 
we will enquire concerning those 
qualifications, which are requisite 





in any person, that shall take upon 
him to administer the sacraments 
of Christ’s institution. 

These qualifications are of two 
sorts, personal or sacerdotal. 


1. Personal; the holiness of the 
administrator, And though this is 
a great qualification to fit and pre- 
pare a man for such an holy admi- 
nistration, yet this alone does not 
sufficiently qualify any man to take 
upon hiin such an administration. 
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2, But there is moreover required 
a sacerdotal qualification; that is, 
an outward commission, to autho- 
rize aman to execute any sacerdo- 
tal or ministerial act of religion: 
For «this honour no man_ taketh 
sscunto himself, but he that is called 
éscof God, as was Aaron.” Heb. v, 
4, “So also Christ glorified not 
ésimself to be made an high- priest; 
«but he that said unto him, Thou 
cart my Son, Thou art a priest. 
“&c.” 

Accordingly we find, that Christ 
did not take upon him the office of a 
preacher, till after that outward 
commission given to him, by a voice 
from heaven, at his baptisms for it 
is written, Matt. iv. 17, «From that 
«time Jesus began to preach:” Then 
he began, and he was then «about 
thirty years of age,’’ Luke iil. 23. 
Now no man can doubt of Christ’s 
qualifications before that time, as to 
holiness, sufficiency, and all person- 
al endowments. And if all these 
were not suflicient to Christ himself, 
Without an outward commission, 
What other man can pretend to it, 
upon the account of any personal 
excellencies in himself, without an 
outward commission? 

3. And as Christ was outwardly 
commissioned by his Father, so did 
not he leave it to his disciples, to 
every one’s opinion of his own suf- 
ficiency, to thrust himself into the 
vineyard; but chose twelve Apostles 
by name, and alter them, seventy 
others of an inferior order, whom 
ie sent to preach. 

4, And as Christ gave outward 
commissions, While he was upon the 
arth, so we find, that his Apostles 
did proceed in the same method, 
after his ascension. Acts xiv, 258, 
‘They ordained them elders in every 
church.” 

5. But had they, who were thus 
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ordain others? Yes, Titus i. 5. i. 
Tim. v. 22. «For this cause left I 
‘sthee in Crete, that thou shouldest 
“ordain elders in every city. Lay 
‘hands suddenly on no man, &c.’’ 
St. Clement, in his first epistle to 
the Corinthians, writing concerning 
the schism, which was then risen up 
amongst them, Says, parag. 44, 
*That the Apostles foreknowing 
‘there would be contests, concern- 
‘sing the episcopal name, (or office, ) 
sedid themselves appoint the per- 
‘ssons;”” and not only so, (lest that 
night be said to be of force, only 
during their time,) but that they 
salterwards establisheu an order 
‘how, when those, whom they had 
‘ordained, should die, others, fit 
‘sand approved men, should succeed 
‘them in their ministry.” Par. 43, 
‘That they who were intrusted with 
‘this work, by God in Christ, «did 
‘constitute these officers.’’ 


Rennell on Scepticism. 


No, 4. 


Ignorance one of the intellectual causes 
of scepticism. 

The first, and by far the most com- 
mon cause of scepticism, as far as 
the understanding is concerned, is 
Ignorance. Of those who reject re- 
velation, and its doctrines, few, very 
few, have ever troubled themselves 
to form any acquaintance with the 
real merits of a question, upon which 
they so peremptorily decide. The 
natwre of evidence ia general, the par- 
ticular testimony upon which the gos- 
pel is proposed, are points to which 
their enquiries have never been di- 
rected, Gf those who dispute the 
Divine authority of the scriptures, 
not one in a thousand have ever read 
through the volume which they cou- 
demn. 

in every stage of scepticism, there 





ordained by the Apostles, power to 





isavery suspicious facility. In other 
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enquiries, the road even to the sim- 
plest truth, though direct, is steep 
and rugged, and the first sign of our 
having quitted the path, is the easi- 
ness of the ground on which we wan- 
der. Can we suppose, that religious 
truth is situated on an eminence 
jess difficult, or that the ascent is less 
arduous? The Sun of righteousness 
like the luminary in the Heavens, is 
the fountain of light and heat, even 


to the meanest of the creation; but it! 
is not therefore the Jess long nor the 


less laborious task, to investigate the 
jaws under which its rays are trans- 
initted, or to understand the pheeno- 
mena attending their transmission. 
Sophistry has a peculiar power of 
insinuating itself into an unsuspect- 
ing mind, especially when it is ac- 
companied with that levity which 
passes for sincerity, with the young, 
and with that sarcasm which passes 
for sagacity with the ignorant. Dis- 
arm the sceptic of his sneer, and you 
deprive him of his surest and most 
successful weapon, Many a mind 
which had steadiness enough to with- 
stand the assault of argument, has 


fallen before a dark and a mysterious | 


sarcasm. Now in all this process, 
where do we discover the workings 
of that reason. which is the boasted 
support of scepticism? Surely a mind 
that can adopt the principles of infi- 
delity, on the grounds. and in the 
manner, which has been described, 
ts under the infivence. not of reason, 
hut of imposture. When a man can 
be induced to reject a system, with- 
out any acquaintance with its merits, 


Without any examination of its evi-| 


dences, When he can mistake sophis- 
ivy for argument, and sarcasm for 
refutation. surely it cannot be his 
reason Wiich directs the decision. 
Reason, in the very first stage of the 
matter, has heen abandoned. Rea- 
son and christianity. Which is the re- 


tial, calm, and laborious investiga- 
tion. Infidelity and its advocates pur- 
sue a different plan, even upon a 
point in which all their hopes and 
fears are involved; advocates at once, 
and judges in their own cause, they 
decide without a trial, they condemn 
without a defence. 

That ignorance, and not examina- 
tion, is the ground work of scepti- 
cism, is shown still more convinc- 
ingly from the writings of those who 
have distinguished themselves in its 
cause. Of those who have attacked 
the scriptures, there is not one, who 
does not stand convicted of the gros- 
sest mistakes, both with respect to 
their evidence, their language, and 
their interpretation. Yet these are 
the men, from Bolingbroke and 
Hume, down to Voltaire and Paine, 
whose convicted calumnics have been 
circulated among those, whose un- 
derstanding is too weak to resist the 
}assault; and whose education has been 
‘too much neglected, to furnish then 
with the defence. 
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{t has been brought as a charge 
against the friends of christianity. 
‘and the lovers of truth, that they 
do not discover all that zeal and ar- 
‘dour in the cause, which is fre- 
‘quently to be witnessed in others. 
The real cause of this we conceive to 
ibe one, which pervades every des- 
cription of mankind, and produces 
most important effects. ‘There is 
necessarily more activity displayed 
‘by those who are contending for 
honour, than by others who have 
triumphed in the cause of truth. It 
is not that the latter have nothing 
to do. or that they are content to do 
nothing. But the spirits are less 
rouzed by a walk upon the plain at 
the top, than by an arduous strug- 
gle on the mountain side. In the 








figion of reason, demand an impar-| 


former case, no material change can 
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be expected—in the latter some- 
thing is added to our Consequence 
by every succeeding step, and to 
continue stationary is to continue in- 
significant. 

This principle is recognized, 
which ever way we turn our eyes. 
And when it is remembered, that 
our adversaries have likewise the 
advantage of an attack; that they 
may advance from whatever quar- 
ter, and may assemble in whatever 
numbers they think fit, while we are 
compelled to observe their proceed- 
ings, and shape our resistance ac- 
cordingly, it will not be considered 
as a very heinous offence to have 
been less alert in counteracting 
them, than prudence required. The 
omission however being discovered, 
must be repaired without delay, we 
must withstand them, wheresoever 
they attack; and as they have at- 
tacked by short essays, and popular 
statements, endeavouring to gain 
these advantages in detail, which 
are utterly beyond their reach ina 
general contest, their plan must be 
adopted. .The ardent spirit which 
has been enclosed so long in mass} 
vessels must be liberated at fast 
from its confinement. It shall be 
our endeavour to temper the rug- 
ged blast of controversy, to the 
barn and bleating lamb, and to en- 
able any man, who thinks the sub- 
ject worth amoment’s consideration, 
to perceive who is in the right. 

We would by no means be under- 
stood to say, that the clergy. have 
been insufficient to their own de- 
fence; but we lament that they have 
gained more credit than territory 
by their victories. It is here that 
our efforts may not prove unaccept- 
able; and by abridging and dissemi- 
nating the writings of others, by 
contrasting their candid and manly 
statements. with the wavering unset. 
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convincing those who cannot at pre- 
sent listen to the words of the church, 
that the church is never silent, from 
want of an answer, we shall endea- 
vour to advance our common cause. 


From Glocester Ridley’s Discourses. 
The law, by which was tie know- 
ledge of sin, fills the soul with the 
horrors of guilt, and the dread of 
punishment; it shows how vile we 
are, how offensive to the holiness of 
God, how much we are exposed to 
his just resentment. The coupass 
of nature Contains no he:ling medi- 
cine thatcan recover us, though jou 
wash thee with nilre, and take thee 
much seap, it will not cleanse thee, 





ithe blood of bulls and of goats cannot 
take away sin. Our old man, loaded 
‘with diseases and infirmities, finds 
his footsteps incline unto the dead, 
but knows no Medea’s cauldron to 
restore it again, and give it its long 
lost youth and vigour; it despairs of 
rising with the Phenix from its own 
ashes, rene ved in strength and fresh 
with life. But cur Saviour brings 
light and immortality to light through 
the gospel; he quiets our fears of di- 
vine justice, by an assurance of par- 
don, which he has procured for us 
by his propitiating blood, that we 
may be justified by his grace; and of 
new pewers that shall be communi- 
cated to us, to restore our nature 
by the renewing of the Holy Ghost, 
which he will shed onus abundantly; 
and that the same spirit shall adopt 
us into the family of God, unite us to 
him, and make us heirs of eternal life. 
These are the promises of the Gos- 
pel, the glad tydings of peace and 
salvation. 


an ee 


The Providence of God, in his 
jadgments, his trials and his mer- 
cies, are sometimes considered as 
means of grace, but perhaps they 











tled doctrines of their opponents, by; might more properly be called sea- 
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gons and occasions, kindly dispens-loffice, in the church and in the 
ed hy God, for the exercise, and un-| world, each should rest satisfied with 
folding of these graces, which had|the disposal of his wise Head, and 
been before administered by other) cheerfully take up with that use he 
means. However if means—they|is framed for? That the eye should 
are such es God has entirely reserv-| be content with seeing, and the ear 
ed in his own hands, and are not inj with hearing, the hand with work- 
the power of the church to dispense.|ing, and the foot with walking; the 
Wherefore they are not reckoned a. lunlea rued with receiving instruction, 
mong the nieans of the Gospel, but! and the learned with, the labour of 
of extra evangelical grace, common |g ‘iving it. The lawyer, with the 





to every man, as well without as|bar; the divine with his ministry; 


Within the church, and which it is|the tradesman with his shop; and 
20 : part of our duty, as christians, io the husbandman with his tillage. 
seis afier, but to be careful to mare} For whea these go out of their own 


a proper use of, when it shall please | way, and invade the business proper 


God to visit us w:th them. ito each other, the union of the body 
—_—— is broken, and nothing but disorder 
‘From Dean Stanhope. and mischief can possibly come of it. 


Tie gave some Apostles, and some|'This pragmatical and envious spi- 
Prophets, and some Evangelists, and | rit, this ambition and emulation, is 
sone Pastors aud Teachers: For thejin truth the cause of all that con- 
perjecting of the Saints; for the work|fusion, by which either the church 
of the ministry: for the edifying of the|or the state is a any time endan- 
boy af Christ. 4 Eph. 11, 12. gered, And therefore, St. Paul 

‘The necessities of mankind, are} hath wisely joined those two exhor- 
of several kinds. ‘These cannot be; tations together, that ye study to be 
served without a proportionable| quieé and te do your own business. 
number of organs placed differently. | This is what he presses here: that 
Tie inci on of that form and} we would not take upon us to be 
place depends upon the uses assigned: wiser than He who made us, and 
to phi All the parts thus forme d: posted us in this rank, but as we are 
and placed, make up one reg alan! cisewhere directed. As God hath 
fabrick. Every one of these is| distributed to every man so let him 
useful and necessary, tn tis proper po- | walk and therein abide with God, 
sition. "Tie east and lowest can no| Where levity and littleness of spirit, 
more be spared, than the noblest and | ambition or greediness of gain, envy 
highest. The exalting of one aboveits|at others, or uneasiness with one’s 
due situation and freien wouldi'own private condition, are at the 
produce a defect and deformity not less; bottom of any change of our em- 
than the debasing or diminishing of| ployment, there to be sure the man 
another. Every one therefore is of} 1s blameable, and the duty of his 
equal value, when considered as ajmembership violated and forgotten. 
member. and all compose the same| For where all cannot have a place 
body, consequently this difference of high, and honourable, eminent and 
gifts 2 and stations ought to breed no; public, none should scorn those of a 
discoutent. but quite the contrary. |lower and laborious degree; but do 

What then is the result of ail this, his busingss vladly there. while in it, 
but that since all cannot have the|as well as gladly embrace promotion, 
Same place, nor execute the same; when opportunities offer for them. 
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«Leadings of Providence.”—An Ex- 
tract. 

[ have heard this question propos- 
ed, **How may we discern the lead- 
ings of Providence??? The meaning 
of such a question I should suppose 
to be this—How may we know, in 
cases of doubt and difficulty, the way 
which God seems to point out? 

In answer to such an enquiry it 
may be observed, 

ist. We may never safely conclude 
that God points out this or that way, 
because it 18 easier than any other. 

2. It is equally unsafe to judge of 
the will of God, from sfrong iupres- 
sions upon the mind. Many well 
disposed persons place an undue at nd 
dangerous confidence in these. Sa- 


tan ‘often infuses sudden thoughts in- | 


to the mind; and more effectually to| 


vain his purpose, transforms hin sel | 


into an angel of light; all impres- 


sions therefore sho aid * brought to | 


the touchstone of God’s word: they | 
should be jealously examined and. 
scrupulously tried by the only rule. 


of duty; and no further attended t., 


than as they agree with that rule, . 
which they assuredly will tf they 
come from God. He will never im- 
press any thing on our minds, which 
is contre sdictory to his own words. 
5. ‘Khe same observations may be 
applied to dreams. No doubt the 


judge of the will of God in any 
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fied in these ways, the occasion has 
been extraordinary, Besides, hav- 
ing now a complete volume of God’s 
revealed will, we have no rigit to 
look for direction in the puth aj duty 
to any other quarter. Some well 
meaning christians indeed are apt to 
mat- 
ter from particular passages of scrip- 
ture, Which present themseives on 
Opehing the Bible for the purpose. 
This savours of enthusiasin, and is 
not uniike tempting God. 
By way of answer to the enquiry, 
{ would suggest the following hints, 
It is a great thing to be in the 
habit of holy and humble intercourse 
with God. «In all thy ways ace 
knowledge him, and he shall direct 
thy paths.” 


2. An enlarged acquaintance with 
the word of God, Will be peculiarly 
heipful in cases of doubt and pers 
plexity. That word contains suffi- 
cient rules and directions for every 
part of our conduct in life, and those 
who study it with humility and 
prayer, will be able to select such 


‘instructions as are adapted to their 
particular circumstances. 


3. Prayer to God on the subject 
of the particular difficulty, may be 
properly recommended. «If any 
man lack wisdom, let him ask it of 


will of God has veen, on many oc-| God.” 


casions, revealed to his servants in 
his ways but dreams may be 
io Various sources, 
from God, others we can scarcely. 


doubt, from their nature and te nden-| 


cys are from wicked spirits: but ip 


traced | 
Some may be; se 


4, It is of very great nan 
we have acquir dia habit of christian 
lf-denial. ff we are defective fiere 
our judgements may be easily xwurped. 

La: stly. Let me recommend patient 


waiting: upon God as indispensably 


general we may presume that a MECESSal'y 5 but to this we are in ge- 


dream cometh from the multitude of; 
DUSINESS. 
fairly allowed is, that the hint should | 


be duly weighed, and tried in the/apt to go before our guide. 


‘The utmost that can be|our minds 


When 
sare set upon a thing, our 
itime isalways ready: hence we are 
‘Larry 


“eral exc eedingly averse. 


sane way as impressions by the only |thou the Lord’s ieisure,” is needful 
rule of duty—the word of God, If 
ever the will of God lias been signi-| 


icounsel, 


‘The great st cret indeed, 
respecting this subject, scems te 


a > 

































: SS ee ee & oH 


= 


= 


_— 


o> 


= ie te SS 


= 


ara 


E 


ses 


=~ ge 
; 





128 Jortin’s 
be «wait on the Lord and keep his | 
way?” 


From Jortin’s Discourses. 


There is not one question in the 
Whole compass of controversial divi- 
nity, that has caused greater or Jon- 
ger disputcs and quarrels, than that 
about irresistible grace, spiritual as. 
Sistuuec, oviginal or rather heredit- 
ai Gin, absolute predestination, hu- 
ma Uberty, and the natural powers 
Oi width. 

she church, for the first four han- 
dred years, was happily free from 
these debates; atid christians were 
preity well agreed, in believing that 
man was a free agent—that he was 
a weak, imperfect, and trespassing 
creatnre. and that God, for the sake 
of Christ, was ever willing to for- 
give ond assist lim, if he was not 


— 
\N 


-aclock should be endued 





Discourses. 


possible. According to these doc- 
trines, a man has no opinions, pro- 
perly speaking, or they are neces- 
sary to him and he cannot avoid 
them. 


As to the controversy, I would 
only ask two or three plain ques- 
tions. How can it be supposed that 
God would delude and deceive all 
mankind by making them believe 
that they are free agents? All men 
think so, till by the help of some 
mistakes and quibbles, they have 
learned to cali it in question, though 
against their own inward sense and 
hourly experience. 

Why are men encumbered with a 
conscience, approving or condem- 
ning their past actions? Is it fit 
that a machine should have such 
sentiments? Not more than that 
with a 





warting to himself. But above 
thirteen iundred years ago, a dis-| 


: | 
Bension arose Concerning — those | 
points. and two parties were soon | 


formed. he first maintained elec- | 
tion and reprobation, the second | 


conscience to reprove and torment 
it for going wrong. 

Why should the scriptures pro- 
pose rewards and punishments, pro- 
mises and threatenings, to those who 
can do nothing at all? Whatshould 


were defenders of conditional de-| we think of a man, who should 


crees, and of human liberty and hu- 
man power in the performance of 
moral good and evil: while others 
endeavoured to stecr.a middle courses 


ae 
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preach toa nursery of trees. and 
propose rewards to those that should 
grow up straight, and punishment 





and this our church is thought, by 
several learned persons, to have in- 


to those that should grow crooked? 





tended in her articles. 

Concerning the disputants them- 
selves, we may safely aflirm, that 
the defenders of the free agency of 


man, have been beyond all compa-_ 
rison the more learned, judicious, | 


and moderate meu, and that severity 
and oppression have most appeared 
on the other 
very absurd behaviour, even upon 
their own principles; for if aman be 
a mere machine, to what purpose 


would vou contend with him. or ap-' 
‘lo make him) 


ply violence to hisa? 


change bis opinion? That is im- 





side: which was a. 


From nature entirely corrupted, 
nothing could proceed but evil; from 
jover powering grace nothing could 
‘proceed but good. Whence then 
‘this mixture of good and evil, of 
‘right and wrong, of defects and 
‘amendments? it plainly ariseth 
‘from the liberty cf man, and from 
his using or abusing it. 

{ 
{ 


The Convention of the P. E. Church. 
of Maryland, 
Will meet in Baltimore on the SIist 


of May, being the first Wednesday 
‘after Trinity Sanday. 
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